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PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  KEEP THIS COPY FOR YOUR RECORDS 
 

MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR FOURTH GRADE PROMOTION TO FIFTH GRADE 

AT METROWEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

READING 
The student… 
 scores above level 1 in reading on the FCAT. 

 scores at or above DRP 44, instructional level. 

 attains Accelerated Reader level 4.5 or higher (read lots of books). 

 recognizes knowledge of spelling patterns. 

 decodes words through phonics, root words, prefixes, suffixes, and syllabication. 

 uses language structure to read multi-syllabic words in text and reads punctuation accurately (ex., pauses at commas, stops at 

periods, tone of excitement for exclamation). 

 demonstrates the ability to read grade level text and adjusts reading rate based on purpose, text difficulty, form, and style. 

 uses new vocabulary that is introduced and taught directly. 

 listens to, reads, and discusses familiar and conceptually challenging text. 

 uses context clues to determine meanings of unfamiliar words. 

 categorizes key vocabulary and identifies important features. 

 relates new vocabulary to familiar words and identifies “shades of meaning” in related words (ex., blaring, loud). 

 uses meaning of familiar base words and affixes to determine meanings of unfamiliar complex words. 

 uses knowledge of antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and homographs to determine meanings of words. 

 determines the correct meaning of words with multiple meanings in context. 

 determines meanings of words and alternate word choices by using a dictionary, thesaurus, and digital tools. 

 identifies the purpose of text features (ex., format, graphics, sequence, diagrams, illustrations, charts, maps). 

 identifies the author’s purpose (ex., to inform, entertain, explain) in text and how an author’s perspective influences text. 

 determines explicit ideas and information in grade-level text, including but not limited to main idea, relevant supporting details, 

implied message, inferences, chronological order of events, summarizing, and paraphrasing. 

 identifies cause-and-effect relationships in text. 

 identifies the text structure an author uses (ex., comparison/contrast, cause/effect, sequence of events) and explains how it 

impacts meaning in text. 

 identifies themes or topics across a variety of fiction and nonfiction selections. 

 compares and contrasts elements in multiple texts (ex., setting, characters, and problems). 

 uses strategies to repair comprehension of grade appropriate text when self-monitoring indicates confusion, including but not 

limited to rereading, checking context clues, predicting, summarizing, questioning, and clarifying by checking other sources. 

 reads and distinguishes among the genres and sub-genres of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, and media. 

 identifies and explains the elements of plot structure, including exposition, setting, character development, problem/resolution, 

and theme in a variety of fiction. 

 identifies and explains how language choice helps to develop mood and meaning in poetry (ex., sensory and concrete words as well 

as figurative language). 

 identifies an author’s theme, and uses details from the text to explain how the author developed that theme. 

 responds to, discusses, and reflects on various literary selections, connecting text to self (personal connection), text to world 

(social connection), text to text (comparison among multiple texts). 

 writes a book report, review, or critique that identifies the main idea, character(s), setting, sequence of events, conflict, crisis, 

and resolution. 

 identifies and explains an author’s use of descriptive, idiomatic, and figurative language (ex., personification, similes, metaphors, 

symbolism), and examine how it is used to describe people, feelings, and objects. 

 recognizes that vocabulary and language patterns have changed in literary texts from the past to the present. 

 selects a balance of age and ability appropriate fiction materials to read (ex., novels, mysteries, mythology, poetry), based on 

teacher recommendations, to continue building a core foundation of knowledge. 

 locates, explains, and uses information from text features (ex., table of contents, glossary, headings, charts, graphs, diagrams, 

illustrations). 

 uses information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main ideas or relevant details. 
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 organizes information to show an understanding of main ideas within a text through charting, mapping, or summarizing. 

 identifies and explains the functions and characteristics of a variety of types of text (ex., reference, children’s newspapers, 

practical/functional texts). 

 selects a balance of age and ability appropriate nonfiction materials to read (ex., biographies and topical areas, such as animals, 

science, history), based on teacher recommendations, to continue building a core foundation of knowledge. 
 

WRITING 
The student will… 

  write a five-paragraph essay (Narrative and Expository) with correct punctuation and proper sentence structure. 

 overlay structure of story with strategies, usually 8 strategies for narrative and 8 strategies for expository. 

MATHEMATICS 

ALGEBRA 

The student… 
 uses and describes various models for multiplication in problem-solving situations, and demonstrates recall of basic 

multiplication and related division facts with ease. 

 multiplies multi-digit whole numbers through four digits fluently, demonstrating understanding of the standard algorithm, 

and checking for reasonableness of results, including solving real-world problems. 

 uses decimals through the thousandths place to name numbers between whole numbers. 

 describes decimals as an extension of the base-ten number system. 

 relates equivalent fractions and decimals with and without models, including locations on a number line. 

 compares and orders decimals, and estimates fraction and decimal amounts in real-world problems. 

 generates algebraic rules and uses all four operations to describe patterns, including non-numeric growing or repeating 

patterns. 

 describes mathematics relationships using expressions, equations, and visual representations. 

 recognizes and writes algebraic expressions for functions with two operations. 

 uses and represents numbers through millions in various contexts, including estimation of relative sizes of amounts or 

distances. 

 uses models to represent division: as the inverse of multiplication, as partitioning, and as successive subtraction. 

 generates equivalent fractions and simplifies fractions. 
 

GEOMETRY 

The student… 
 describes and determines area as the number of same-sized units that cover a region in the plane, recognizing that a unit 

square is the standard unit for measuring area. 

 justifies the formula for the area of the rectangle “area = base x height.” 

 selects and uses appropriate units, both customary and metric, strategies, and measuring tools to estimate and solve real-

world area problems. 

 classifies angles of two-dimensional shapes using benchmark angles (45°, 90°, 180°, and 360°). 

 identifies and builds three-dimensional objects from a two-dimensional representation of that object and vice-versa. 
 

Ideas for helping your child at home 
Language Arts 
 Encourage your child to read from many sources including, magazines, newspapers, non-fiction and fiction books. 

 Provide experiences in writing such as family journals, diaries, and learning logs. 

 Help your child write creative stories using clear examples, details, and proper grammar.  Encourage him/her to revise and 

create final drafts. 

Mathematics 
 Help your child figure the amount of change when shopping.  Teach him/her how to count back money. 

 Allow your child to survey the family (ex., favorite foods, color or car) and make a bar, line or picture graph. 

 Practice basic multiplication and division facts on a daily basis using flash cards or practice problems.  Have your child answer 

using mental math. 

 Identify, label, and discuss all the geometric shapes found inside and outside your house. 


